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REPORT. 


Orrick OF Boarn or Cosmussronmss For Borne rar Wiscon- 
siy Srate Hosprray ror tur Insane, Madison, Oct. 1, 1857, 


To His Excellency Coles Bashford, Governor of the ‘State of 
Wisconsin: -> 

In compliance with the law providing a State Hospital for 

the Insane, for the State of Wisconsin, approved March 6th 

A, D. 1857, the undersigned Commissioners appointed in ae- 

cordance with, and to carry into effect the provision of said 

Act, respectfully submit their first Annual Report. 

Upon receiving our appointment,as Commissioners, we met 
in the city of Madison on the 5th day of May, 1857, and or- 
ganized our Board by electing L. J. Farwell, President, John 
P. McGregor, Secretary, and Levi Sterling, Building Superin- 
tendent, and employed S. V. Shipman as Architect. In de- 
termining the location of this Institution, your commissioners, 
after a careful examination of the subject, were unanimous in 
the opinion that the land formerly purchased of L. J. Farwell 
for this purpose, combined the necessary advantages for the 
site, and was in point of economy, healthfulness, and many. 
other natural advantages, as judicious a selection for the best 
Interest of the State, as could be made. The exact location 
of the building on the lot has been 4@ subject of thought 
and enquiry on the part of the commissioners, and notwith- 
standing a portion of the excavation has been made, and a 
large amount of material deposited on a former contract at 
the old site, they have deemed it necessary for the perfect 
drainage and the better working of the Institution in many 


% 
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other respects, as well as for the greatly augmented beauty of 
scenery, which should never be lost sight of in providing for 
the treatment of this peculiarly afflicted class of citizens, to 
place the building on higher ground, at a distance of about 
twenty rods further from the Lake. 


The present site is fifty-four feet above the surface of the 
Lake to the bottom of the cellar. 


After carefully examining the plans in ‘the possession of 
the State and of nearly all the principal Hospitals of modem 
constraction in this country, the Board have adopted, after 
submitting the same to men eminent in the profession as 
superintendents and assistants of similar Institutions, the plans 
made by Mr. 8. V. Shipman, Architect, which area modifica- 
tion of original plans by the eminent Dr. Kirkbride, to 
whom the people of this country owe a lasting debt of grati- 
tude for almost a life time spent in the service of this unfor- 
tunate class of our fellow beings, and in devising the most 
effectual means for their recovery. The commissioners take 
oceasion to say here, that they are largely indebted to Dr. 
J. Edwards Lee, formerly assistant Physician in the Utica 
Insane Asylum of N. Y., and afterwards, for several years, 
acting in the same capacity in the Pennsylvania State Hospi- 
tal for the Insane at Philadelphia, for many valuable suges. 
tions and much important information in relation to the con- 
struction and management of Institutions of this kind. Dr. 
Lee is now a resident of our State at Sextonville, Richland 
Co., and the Board have great satisfaction in speaking of his 
uniform gentlemanly deportment, and the thorough knowl- 
edge he possesses in his profession in the treatment of the 
unfortunate Insane. 

After the adoption of the plans, specifications and detail 
drawings necessary to a thorongh and complete understand- 
jog of the work to be put under contract,and after filing the same 
in the office of the Secretary of State, notice was published in 
one or more papers in each and every city in the State, that 
Proposals would be received by the Board until the first day 
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of September A. D. 1857, at the office of Secretary of State, 
fordoing all the work, and ‘furnishing all the materials for 
said building in accordance with the plans and specifications. 

On the first day of September, above named, the Board 
met at their office, and proceeded publicly to open all the 
proposals received and filed in the office of Secretary of 
State, and after having openly declared the same and record- 
ed each bid in a book provided for that. purpose and filed the 
original in the office of Secretary of State, awarded the work 
to, and entered into contract with Nelson McNeil of Portage 
City, for building the central or main building, one longitudi- 
nal and one traverse wing for the sum of seventy three thong- 
and five hundred dollars. ($73,500.) 

The work of excavating’ the cellar and foundation was com- 
menced on the 22d day of September inst., and has been 
pushed forward with commendable diligence, and no doubt 
will soon be finished. A small amount of material has been 
delivered on the ground, and it is the intention of the contract- 
orto commence the mason work during the present week, 
and to employ sufficient force to raise the cellar story walls 
and get the first floor timbers in place before winter com- 
mences. 


The following is a list of payments made up to the close of 


the fiscal year: 
To S. V. Shipman, Architect, - - - ` $419 25 


That portion of the building now under contract will con- 
tain the cooking arrangement, the chapel, and afford accom- 
modations for the officers and attendants necessary for the 
institution when the whole is complete. There are three full 
wards capable of accommodating twenty patients each, and 
three partial wards to be full wards (when the building shall 
te extended) that may be used to accommodate from five to 
seven patients each, other rooms may be fitted up in the main 
building for the more quiet class of patients. 

The classification of patients will of course be very imper- 


fect, as there will not be as many wards, as it is probable 
there will be classes of patients. 


6 


5 


The Board had hoped to be able to put under contract the 
main building and one longitudinal and one traverse wing on 
each side, and have it come within the limit of one hundred 
thousand dollars. This would have accommodated 125 to 
150 patients, an equal number of each set, and it was believed 
by the Board, this would meet the wants of the State for some 
years to come. The lowest bid for the whole of that portion 
above named was $98,900, without the heating and cooking 
apparatus orplumbing. The lowest bid for the contract build- 
ing and the winga on one side was $73,500, which does not 
include the heating and cooking apparatus. 


This will accommodate some 75 patients of one set, but less 
in case temporary arrangements are made to accommodate 
both sexes. 


Although the board believed that it would be for the best 
interest of the State, to put up at once the whole structure ac- 
cording to the plans adopted by us, we were forced 
to the conclusion, that the law under which we act, required 
the entire completion and perfection in all particulars, of so 
- much as was undertaken and we were therefore compelled, 
against our own convictions of what was for the interest of the 
State, to enter into contract for a part only. 

We would at this time say that while the present derange- 
ment in the financial world presents much to discourage the 
undertaking of any improvement requiring a large outlay of 
money, we can but urge the Legislature to consider the de- 
mands of the unfortunate in our State and provide at an early 
day for the wings on the west side of the main building, corres- 
ponding with those on the east side now under contract. To 
have finished it under one contract would have cost the ad- 
ditional sum of $20,000, but to contract for these two wings 
separately will probably cost the State a larger amount, say 
$30,000. With that additional expenditure, the Institution 
would accommodate twice the number of patients. 

Frequent enquiries are made by persons from different 
parts of the State, when the building wil be in readiness for 
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the reception of patients, and from the number of such en- 
quiries, we can but believe that the Hospital will be filled to 
its utmost capacity in a short time after it is open for the re- 
ception of patients. 

The engine house, bakery, laundry, together with the heat- 
ing and cooking apparatus, and the plumbing work, has not 
been put under contract, but will be early enough to have 
the same finished by the time the building is completed, which 
is to be by the first day of September, 1859. 

Regarding ourselves as the agents of the State in the man- 
agement of this great trust, intended for the benefit of every 
class of citizens, and every part of the State, we are fully sen- 
_sible of the responsibility, to see that there is a wise expendi- 
ture of the means placed at our disposal, and at the same 
time have felt called upon to see that the building in all its 
parts was pérfect and suitable for the purposes for which it is 
intended. 

The system of Ventilation adopted is that of Forced Venti- 
lation, which experience has proved to be the most certain 
and reliable in an Institution of this kind. 

It is believed, by the Board, that when completed the Build- 
ing will be second to none in the Country, in point of efficien- 
ey and economy. 

The construction of the engine house, laundry, wells, sew- 
ers, and the apparatus for cooking, heating, plumbing, lighting 
and putting the building, now under contract, insrunning or- 
der will cost about $23,500, and we confidently hope to have 
the whole completed and ready for occupancy within the 
time named in the contract. 

L. J. FARWELL. 


J. P. MoGREGOR. } Commissioners. 
LEVI STERLING 


